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02.

What is this
class about?

We will explore the topic of multilingualism in the U.S.
from multiple perspectives. This will include the issues
of multiculturalism, identity, immigrant experiences,
language change, dialects, psychology, policy, and
education, among others. We will discuss the
experiences of a variety of different multilingual
communities in the U.S. and how their stories help us
understand the larger tapestry of multilingualism and
language diversity.
This course is highly interactive with each person's own
experiences contributing to our understanding of what
it means to be multilingual in the U.S. Thus, you will be
asked not only to read and understand the content
offered by the various authors we will be reading, but
also to reflect on how it relates to your own experiences
and the experiences of those who are close to you.

03.

Learning Objectives
1. Gain a deeper understanding of linguistic diversity in
the United States through an examination of American
English and its varieties, world languages in the U.S.,
and the experiences of minority language speakers.
2. Identify characteristics of and interactions between
individual and social bi-/multilingualism
3. Describe the political, social, educational, and moral
questions and issues that relate to language diversity
in the U.S., and take positions.

I ask that you...
Come prepared for class discussions by
having read the assigned text
Demonstrate respect and
professionalism in your interactions
Refrain from distractions - phone,
computer, etc.

I will...
Support your learning by bringing in
additional research and examples and
facilitating discussion.
Respond to e-mails within 48 hours
Work to create an equitable classroom
environment where
students feel
- Peteall
Leonard,
respected and able
to learn
Founder
of Company XYZ

04.
YO U R P R O F E S S O R

Eve Higby, Ph.D.
she/her/hers
eve.higby@
csueastbay.edu
Office hours
Mondays 2:00-3:00
Tuesdays 1:30-2:30
Thursdays 3:00-4:00

~ MB 2113 ~
T E A C H I N G A S S I S TA N T

Elina Zimmerman

05.
READING
REFLECTIONS

Assignments
P R E S E N TAT I O N

After completing the readings, post
You will lead the beginning of one
your thoughts on them on Piazza by
class (15 minutes) by describing the
Wednesday at midnight. The response
main points in a paper different
should be at least a paragraph long. It
from the required readings. End
can include what you found most
with 3 discussion questions that will
interesting about the reading, what
help you lead the class in
you agreed or disagreed with and
discussing issues related to the
why, how it relates to your own
topic. Presenter readings are posted
experiences, how it relates to other
on Piazza.
readings for this class or other
Weight: 30% (497), 20% (697)
classes, whether it prompted you to
wonder about something, etc.
Weight: 30% (497), 20% (697)
Piazza
Reading reflections and other class
communications will be done on
Piazza. Use the "folders" feature to
tag your post for the relevant
assignment. Your posts will be visible
by members of the class. You are
encouraged to comment on other
students' posts. Announcements will
also be posted on Piazza.
Course link: piazza.com/csueastbay/spring2020/slhs497697
Access code: slhs497697

LANGUAGE
H I S T O R I E S PA P E R
You will describe the life of a
multilingual individual. This could
be a family member, friend, or
classmate. The paper should be 5-7
pages long, double-spaced. The
deadline is April 9th.
Weight: 40% (497), 30% (697)

FINAL RESEARCH
PA P E R
Student enrolled in the graduate
section (697) will complete a
research paper. Choose one of
the topics covered in class. Select
5 academic papers on the topic
and write a literature review
based on those five papers (and
any other readings from the
course). Topic must be approved
by March 26th. Final paper due
May 15th.
Weight: 30% (697)
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EXTRA CREDIT
Submit examples that you encounter of
multilingualism in the U.S. throughout the
semester on Piazza. Up to 5 submissions
will be counted as extra credit toward your
final grade: 1% per submission, 5%
maximum. Examples of submissions can
include stories of things you witness or
experience in everyday life, articles in the
popular press, blog posts on what it means
to be multilingual or multicultural, videos,
interviews, documentaries, comics, etc. No
academic articles. It must have English as
the base text, but it's ok if a certain amount
is in another language. Include a URL or
image, a short summary, and why you think
it is interesting or why other people might
find it interesting. Use the tag
"multilingualism_examples" when posting.

GRADING SCALE

A
AB+
B
BC+
C

94 - 100%
90 - 93%
87 - 89%
84 - 86%
80 - 83%
77 - 79%
74 - 76%

CD+
D
F

70 - 73%
67-69%
60 - 66%
0 - 59%

07.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Myths about
bilingualism
Shin ch. 1

Multidimensionality
of bilingualism

Grosjean ch. 2 & 3

Globalization
Shin ch. 2

Language Politics
Shin ch. 3

Bimodal bilingualism,
Bidialectalism
Grosjean 2010

Biculturalism,
Bilingual identity
Shin ch. 5

Immigrants,
Multilingual families

Shin ch. 9
Choose: SA p. 165, 169, 174

Heritage speakers,
Language brokers
Shin ch. 4, SA p. 66

9
10

Code-switching
Shin ch. 6

Language acquisition
& attrition
Genessee & Nicoladis
Choose: SA p. 27, 70

11

Cognition & brain

12

Language policies

13

Deficit thinking

14

Bilingual education

15
16

Bialystok (2009)

Shin ch. 7, SA p. 48

SA p. 124, 134

Shin ch. 8, SA p. 111

"English only" debate
Crawford (1995), Lu
(1998), Porter (1998)

No class

08.

ACCESSIBILITY SERVICES
Accessibility Services provides academic accommodations and support services to
address the individual needs of students with documented disabilities and
functional limitations in order to provide equivalent access to all educational
activities. Students needing accommodations should speak with Accessibility
Services (www.csueastbay.edu/accessibility).

INCLUSIVE LEARNING COMMUNITY
All students are expected to demonstrate respect, compassion, and understanding
while engaging in the learning process. Students of all backgrounds should feel
comfortable in the classroom and in online interactions in order for successful
learning to take place. Please speak to me if you experience any harassment,
belittlement, or hostility by other students in class.

INTER-PROFESSIONAL TEAMWORK

Course
Policies

Speech-Language Pathologists require inter-professional collaboration and
teamwork. Collaborative learning approaches help to develop these skills by teaching
students to be flexible, communicate effectively, listen actively, manage time and
effort, and work together to solve complex problems.

E M E RG E N C Y I N F O R M AT I O N
Information on what to do in an emergency situation (earthquake, electrical outage,
fire, extreme heat, severe storm, hazardous materials, terrorist attack) may be found
at: https://www.csueastbay.edu/riskmanagement/preparing-emergencies.html.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
All students must uphold the standards of academic integrity described in the catalog
at https://csueastbay.edu/aps/academic-policies/academic-dishonesty.html.

AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING
Students can only record group discussions (audio or video) with the consent of all
parties present.

09.
Competencies
Describe the linguistic and cultural
diversity in the U.S.

Describe the history of educational
policies in the U.S. as they relate to
language-minority students.

ASHA IV-D
CTC Standard 2
ILO 1, 2, 3, 4
PLO 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

ASHA IV-D
CTC Standard 2
ILO 1, 2, 3, 4
PLO 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Describe the challenges faced by
multilingual and language-minority
individuals and families in the U.S.

Describe the consequences of
multilingualism for the mind and
brain.

ASHA IV-D
CTC Standard 2
ILO 1, 2, 3, 4
PLO 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

ASHA IV-D
CTC Standard 2
ILO 1, 2, 3, 4
PLO 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

